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Reconsideration of the Regional Direc-
tor’s actions under this section may be 
obtained by employing the procedures 
described in § 37.22(c). 

§ 37.25 Revision. 

(a) A permittee may request the Re-
gional Director for permission to revise 
its approved exploration plan. Until 
the Regional Director grants the per-
mittee’s request, no revision of its ex-
ploration plan shall be implemented. 
Such request shall be deemed to be 
granted on the 10th working day fol-
lowing its receipt unless the Regional 
Director denies the request; advises the 
permittee that the proposed revision is 
major and, therefore, must satisfy the 
publication and hearing requirements 
of § 37.22(b) before it can be acted upon; 
by timely written notice extends the 
period for considering the request; con-
ditionally approves the proposed revi-
sion with such modifications as he stip-
ulates are necessary and appropriate; 
or, unconditionally approves the pro-
posed revision within a shorter period. 
No revision of an exploration plan shall 
be approved that is inconsistent with 
the Act or this part. Approval of any 
revision is subject to the conditions 
stated in § 37.22(d) to the extent that 
they are pertinent. 

(b) Upon 10 working days advance no-
tice to the Regional Director of its pro-
posed revision, or within such lesser 
period as may be concurred in by the 
Regional Director, a permittee may 
implement a revision of its plan of op-
eration, provided that such revision is 
consistent with the exploration plan to 
which the plan of operation pertains 
and this part. The Regional Director 
may require the permittee to defer, 
modify, or rescind such revision when-
ever he determines that such action is 
necessary and appropriate to ensure 
such consistency. 

(c) Reconsideration of the Regional 
Director’s actions under this section 
may be obtained by employing the pro-
cedures described in § 37.22(c). A request 
for reconsideration shall not operate to 
stay the Regional Director’s actions 
unless such stay is granted in writing 
by the Director. 

Subpart D—Environmental 
Protection 

§ 37.31 Environmental protection. 
(a) The permittee shall conduct oper-

ations in a manner which avoids sig-
nificant adverse effects on the refuge’s 
wildlife, its habitat, and environment. 
The Regional Director may impose 
stipulations to supplement the permit-
tee’s special use permit and issue other 
orders as needed to ensure that the per-
mittee’s activities are conducted in a 
manner consistent with this part. If, 
after 30 days, or in emergencies such 
shorter periods as shall not be unrea-
sonable, following a demand by the Re-
gional Director, the permittee shall 
fail or refuse to perform any action re-
quired by this part, its exploration 
plan, plan of operation, special use per-
mit, or a stipulation or order of the 
Refuge Manager, the department shall 
have the right, but not the obligation, 
to perform any or all such actions at 
the sole expense of the permittee. Prior 
to making such demand, the Regional 
Director shall confer with the per-
mittee, if practicable to do so, regard-
ing the required action or actions in-
cluded in the demand. Reconsideration 
of the Regional Director’s demands 
under this section may be obtained by 
employing the procedures described in 
§ 37.22(c). A request for reconsideration 
shall not operate to stay the Regional 
Director’s demands or the Depart-
ment’s performance pursuant to this 
section unless such stay is granted in 
writing by the Director. 

(b) Terrestrial environment. (1) Vehi-
cles shall be operated in a manner such 
that the vegetative mat or soil is not 
significantly damaged or displaced. 
Blading of snow on trails or campsites 
shall be limited so as to maintain an 
adequate protective cover. 

(2) Ground vehicles shall be of the 
type causing the least practicable 
harm to the surface, such as Nodwell 
FN–110 or FN–60 or Bombardier track 
vehicles, mobile camps on flexible 
tracks or skids, vibrator units on flexi-
ble tracks or wheels, D–7 Caterpillar 
tractors, or their equivalent. They 
shall be operated only in the winter 
and where there is adequate protective 
cover. Vehicle operation shall cease in 
the spring when the Regional Director 
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